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Amendment 
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is non-final. 



C/awn Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



2- The following is a quotation of 35 U S C im^ u- L . 

U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obv 10 usness rejections set forth in this Office action- 

« m -M,,,,, 5 ,,, l8and20ar£r . ecKdunder35uscio3(a)as 

Kererri„g,„ c , aims , and 1 1 , (he Japanese patent discloses a fishing lure comprising a 

^co_^ onedatoppositeradsofte - 

and conneotod ,o two separate sections of an elongated 

COmP ° ne °' ' 31 2 ' fM a " 0 ™^ «» 
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see for example the English abstract and figures 1-2. The Japanese paten, does no, diselose the 
lure body eonrprises a resilient eover portion encapsulating me wo ^ ^ 
rigid portion. Davie does disciose Ure lure body comprises a resihen, cover portion - a, 40, 
encapsulating ,he 0,0 separate compos of ,he rigid porta - see a, 1 8 and 56 in figure , , b 
or 18 and 34 ,„ figure 11a. Therefore i, would have been obvious ,0 ,akc the device of the 
Japanese pa,e„, and add ,he resilien, portion of <he lure body of Davie, so as ,„ provide a natural 
feel and appearance to the lure body. 

Referring ,0 claims 2 aod 1 3, the Japanese patent as modified by Davie farther discloses a 
fishing line artachmen, - a, 10, artached ,0 one of ,he a, leas, ,wo separate components for 
allowing a fishing line ,0 be connected ,0 me lure body - see for example figures 1-2 of me 
Japanese patent. 

Referring ,0 claims 3 and 14, me Japanese paten, as modified by Davie farther discloses a 
hook artachmen, componen, - a, 12 or 15, artached ,0 one of mc a, leas, ,wo separate 
components for allowing a hook - a, 1 4 or 1 7, ,„ be connected ,0 me lore body - sea fo, example 
figures 1-2 of the Japanese patent. 

Referrmg ,„ claim 4, ,he Japanese paten, as modified by Dave further discloses me lure 
body is art elongated body with one of each of me a, leas, two separate components positioned a, 
me elongated body's opposite ends - see for example figures 1-2 of me Japanese paten,. 

Referring ,0 claim 5, me Japanese paten, as modified by Davie further discloses the a, 
leas, rwo separate components have a composition strength tha, can withstand forces associated 
with fishing withou, breaking- see fo, example figmes 1-2 of the Japanese patent 
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Referring to claim 6, the Japanese patent as modified by Davie further discloses the 
elastic component - at 2 is a wire - see the English abstract, having a composition strength that 
can withstand forces associated with fishing and repetitive bending without breaking - see for 
example the English abstract and figures 1-2 of the Japanese patent. 

Referring to claims 8-9 and 12, the Japanese patent as modified by Davie further 
discloses the elastic component has a biasing property for allowing the lure body to bend 
approximately 30 degrees to imitate body positions of live bait when moving - see for example 
the English abstract and proximate 2 in figures 1-2 of the Japanese patent. 

Referring to claim 1 5, the Japanese patent as modified by Davie further discloses the at 
least first and second rigid components and the elastic component have a composition strength 
the can withstand forces associated with fishing and repetitive bending without breaking - see 
for example figures 1-2 and the English abstract of the Japanese patent. 

Referring to claim 17, the Japanese patent discloses a fishing lure comprising, a lure body 
- at 1-4, comprising a rigid portion - at 3 and 4, and wherein the rigid portion comprises at least 
two separate first and second rigid components positioned at opposite ends of the elongated lure 
body - see figures 1-2, and the resilient portion housing the at least first and second rigid 
portions - see for example figures 1-2, connected by an elastic component - at 2, for allowing 
the lure body to flex, wherein the elastic component is made of a memory alloy - see the English 
abstract, to maintain a particular shape although flexible enough to bend in various directions - 
see for example the English abstract and figures 1-2. The Japanese patent does not disclose a 
resilient elongated body made of a flexible plastic for fully encapsulating the first and second 
rigid components. Davie does disclose the a resilient body - at 40, made of a flexible plastic 
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portion - see for example column 4 lines 40-67, for fully encapsulating the first and second rigid 
components - at 18 and 56 as seen in figure 1 IB. Therefore it would have been obvious to take 
the device of the Japanese patent and add the resilient portion of the lure body of Davie, so as to 
provide a natural feel and appearance to the lure body. 

Referring to claim 1 8, the Japanese patent as modified by Davie further discloses the 
elastic component - at 2 is a wire - see the English abstract of the Japanese patent, having a 
composition strength that can withstand forces associated with fishing and repetitive bending 
without breaking - see for example the English abstract and figures 1-2 of the Japanese patent. 

Referring to claim 20, the Japanese patent as modified by Davie further discloses a hook 
attachment component - at 12 and 15, attached to one of the at least two rigid components for 
allowing a hook - at 14 or 17, to be connected to the lure body - see for example figures 1-2 of 
the Japanese patent. 

Claims 7 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
Japanese patent as modified by Davie as applied to claims 1 or 1 7 above, and further in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 5,182,875 to Righetti. 

Referring to claims 7 and 17, the Japanese patent as modified by Davie does not disclose 
the elastic component is blade-shaped. Righetti does disclose the elastic component - at 900, is 
blade-shaped - see for example figure 1 1. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to take the device of the Japanese patent as modified by Davie and add 
the elastic component being blade-shaped of Righetti, so as to increase the flexibility of the lure 
so that it mimics the movements of fish. 



Application/Control Number: 10/616,578 

Art Unit: 3643 ' Page 6 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the Japanese 
patent as modified by Davie as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 
5,203,103 to Hawley. The Japanese patent as modified by Davie does not disclose the soft 
portion is plastic. Hawley does disclose the soft portion - at 10, is plastic - see for example 
column 2 lines 20-32. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
take the device of the Japanese patent as modified by Davie and add the soft portion made of 
plastic of Hawley, so as to make the lure flexible and more lightweight. 



Response to Arguments 



3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-15 and 17-20 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David J Parsley whose telephone number is (703) 306-0552. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9hr compressed. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Poon can be reached on (703) 308-2574. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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